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demanding a leadership which they were not accustomed
to give.. The bishops looked, and are still looking, to
Rome for guidance.
The government of the Church ever since the days of
St Peter has been through parishes up to bishops, each
bishop being in charge of his diocese and responsible
directly to Rome. During the many centuries when
travel was difficult and complicated and Rome could not
always keep in close touch with distant Christian nations,,
she had often to appoint a Primate in each country to give
a definite leadership in regard to religious matters, and
often even political matters. Now, such primacy was not
always a great success from Rome's point of view, since
it engendered an independent spirit unwelcome to Rome.
Hence in recent years the Vatican has been most unwilling
to create any further primacies. There is none in England,
but there is one in Scotland, There has never been one in
the United States, where at annual congresses cardinals
take it turn about to preside*
In the old Holy Roman Empire the Primate was the
Archbishop of Salzburg, This included Germany, and
to-day the Archbishop of Salzburg remains nominally
Primate of Germany, He has, however* not one inch of
territory to look after in that country, and it has been a
recognised thing, since the Habsburgs lost sovereignty
over Germany, that the Archbishop of Salzburg no longer
officiates in Germany-
All through the Nazi troubles, therefore, there has
been no Primate and everything has had to be done more
or less direct with Rome,
One of the most recent acts of the German Government
has been to point out that any connection with a foreign